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“Always look for the good in people.” 

 
If there is a friendly face to know aboard the SETTE, and the warmest laughter to 
accompany a welcoming smile, it belongs to Bruce. He has been a decky aboard the 
SETTE since it was commissioned on January 23, 2003. Before that, he worked in the 
same capacity aboard the recently decommissioned NOAA vessel, the TOWNSEND 
CROMWELL. Even further back than that, one might recognize Bruce’s voice in the 
song “Wipe Out.” The royalties for the song have since run out, so Bruce takes to the sea 
to do what he has come to do very well.  
  
Spending much of his time before NOAA as a commercial long-line tuna and marlin 
fishermen, he stumbled into his current position almost by accident. A friend of his 
working on the TOWNSEND CROMWELL had given him an application many years 
back, which he held onto for two years before finally submitting it to NOAA. Like many 
of us, he only knew NOAA for the National Weather Service, and not for its marine 
research. 
  
On June 11, 2006 Bruce passed his five-year mark with NOAA, an accomplishment that 
he is very proud of. He has no real plans of leaving the ship any time soon, although he is 
finishing up testing with the Coast Guard when the ship is at port. As long as tuna are 
being caught in the trolling lines and he has first dibs on a freshly beating tuna heart, 
Bruce will always be found aboard the SETTE.  
  
Some of Bruce’s hobbies on the ship include making fun of the Teacher at Sea, and 
storytelling, both of which he does with such clear evidence of god-given talent it is 
amazing! While the ship is not as sea, Bruce heads back to his parents home to spend 
time with them. He has great love and respect for his mother and father, who make 
frequent appearances in his stories, and he strives to model their example in his own life 
for his daughter (21 years old) and his son (19 years old). Bruce was recently married in 
January 2006 and takes great pride in his wife as well.  
 
Some of the best advice that Bruce has to offer surrounds him, much like the quotes at the 
top and bottom of this page.  

 
“I like to be happy every day.” 

 
 


